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14 September 2017 
 

Local Level Election in Province Number 2 and violation of Election 
Code of Conduct 

 
The Election Commission has said that all the preparation has been finalized 
for the third phase of local level election scheduled for province number 2 on 
September 18. In eight districts under the province number2 total of 3,578 
polling centers and 2,166 polling stations has been determined for 136 local 
levels. In this province, there are 26, 64,950 voters according to the election 
commission. 

The environment for the election has been simplified especially after the 
agitating Rastriya Janta Party Nepal (RJP) had decided to participate the 
election. In province number 2, the environment of election has been created 
by major political parties including Madhesi parties. Political parties and their 
candidates are busy on presenting their election manifesto and agenda to the 
voters and trying to attract them. The election environment is at its peak in this 
province. 
The importance of election will increase only if it is held on clean, fair and 
fearless environment. The election commission has already enforced Election 
Code of Conduct (CoC) using the power given by Section 22 of Election 
Commission Act 2073. However, incidents on violation of election code of 
conduct is rampant in the districts. It is political party’s responsibility to follow 
the election code of conduct and election commission has major responsibility 
to regulate it. News regarding election commission alerting the political parties 
violating of code of conduct has been come out however commission is seen to 
be apathetic on using its power to minimize such violation. 
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INSEC has documented the code of conduct violation by political parties and 
their candidates. Most of the parties have used prohibited materials and spent 
huge amount of money in organizing party during their campaign. The election 
commission has strictly prohibited on use of T-shirts, caps, vests and bags with 
election symbols on it however, most of the parties are found to be violating 
this. The law has given power to the commission to take action against the 
violator of code of conduct however the implementation is too weak. The 
election commission has failed to take any action when the incidents of code of 
conduct violation by Prime Minister and ministers has come out. 
The commission has failed on taking action and brining the violator under the 
legal boundary. On this issue, the commission is seen to be almost paralyzed.  
The implementation part can be effective if commission strictly works on it. 
This can also create an environment for clean and fair election with credibility. 
Only the honesty shown by the political parties and their candidates can make 
election disciplined. 
The Election commission has urged major seven political parties to stop 
election campaign against the code of conduct in province number 2. The 
commission has circulated the letter to Nepali Congress, CPN UML, Maoist 
Center, RPP, Federal Socialist Forum, Nepal Democratic Forum and RJP and 
urged to follow the election code of conduct during their election campaign and 
disseminations.  

The commission said that, in province number 2, most of the code of conduct 
violation were related to use of vehicles against CoC, rally, use of T-shirts, caps, 
bags, Gamchha, stickers, bigger flags , banners and even use of children 
quoting commission’s spokesperson and assistant secretary Nawa Raj Dhakal. 
The commission has asked for 24 hours clarification to former home minister 
and NC leader Bimelendra Nidhi for using prohibited materials in election 
assembly and rally. It has also asked the clarification with Nepali congress 
district secretary for using children during the visit of Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba. 
 
Conclusion 
The major reason behind the enforcement of election code of conduct by the 
election commission is to make election clean and fearless. The election code of 
conduct has determined the borderline for political parties, government staffs, 
candidates, media and organizations. If one of these party violates this, there 
will be a question mark on credibility of election itself. It is important that 
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government must show their responsibility on this sensitive issue, but the 
situation is frustrating. The commission has prohibited to do transfer of staffs, 
promotion or appointment after the enforcement of election code of conduct 
with the objective of making election fair but unfortunately such transfer and 
appointment is continuing. 
Clean, fair and fearless election can strengthen the democracy. The fair 
election is only possible if code of conduct is strictly followed. The apathy 
shown by the commission, trend of violating code of conduct by political 
parties and suppressing behavior of the state are the major reason behind the 
violation of CoC. There are two other elections coming up in November and it 
is very important to follow the CoC to make it fair and fearless. 
On September 13, Chief election commissioner Dr Ayodhi Prasad Yadav 
warned to void the candidacy of those candidate violating election code of 
conduct by organizing party. He said that the expansion of minister’s cabinet 
by the Prime Minister has drawn the attention of the commission however, he 
cannot be charged for it. It is sure that the commission’s apathy and in 
capability will definitely develop the poor trend.  
  

mailto:cleanelection2017@gmail.com
http://www.cleanelection.org/

